
There was a reason Jefferson favored a nation of farmers. In such a
nation no one, presumably, could gain enough capital to rule by
financial power. Equality of power over information and
opinion-formation is in this way a founding idea. Indeed, no
democracy can be legitimate if opinion is not formed (as j.s.mill
insisted) in a context of authentic dialogue. The argument that
there are many competing media types (cable, radio, magazine,
newsprint,broadcast tv) is astonishingly incomplete. How genuine
would german elections have been had Josef Goebbels controlled all
the "competing" technologies? Technological structures may indeed
compete. But in terms of profit , not in terms of ideas. Indeed, in
seeking the highest return on investment, they flock to the most
popular forms and content. This is Jefferson's "tyranny of the
majority" become a feedback loop. While powell's father advertises a
desire for democracy abroad, his son, ironically, undermines its
preconditions at home. A joke, perhaps, but abitter one.
You have done a terrible thing in loosening the regulations on
cross-medium ownership What you should be working on is how to
increase the diversity of voices!


